Landing Permission Criteria of "Student" (As of April 4, 2022)
Ministerial Order to Provide for Criteria Pursuant to Article 7, Paragraph (1), Item (ii) of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act

(i) the applicant falls under any of the following categories:
(a) the applicant is to enter and study at a university or an equivalent educational institution, a specialized course of study at an advanced vocational school, at an educational institution for preparing persons who have completed 12 years of education at a school in a foreign county to enter a university, or at a technical college (excluding cases in which the applicant is to exclusively study at a night school or through education by correspondence);

(b) the applicant enters a university in Japan and exclusively studies in a night school course offered by a graduate school which holds classes at the university at night (limited to cases in which the university has an adequate system to manage the attendance of foreign nationals who study at the graduate school and to comply with the provisions of Article 19, paragraph (1) of the Act);

(c) the applicant studies at a Japanese senior high school (excluding evening courses but including the second semester course at a school for secondary education; hereinafter the same applies in this section), the senior high school course of a special-needs school, junior high school (including the second semester course at a compulsory education school and the first semester course at a school for secondary education; hereinafter the same applies in this section) or a junior high school course of a special-needs school, elementary school (including the first semester course at a compulsory education school; hereinafter the same applies in this section) or an elementary school course of a special-needs school, a general or advanced course at an advanced vocational school or a miscellaneous school or an equivalent educational institution in terms of facilities and organization (excluding cases in which the applicant exclusively studies at a night school or through education by correspondence);


(ii) the applicant has sufficient assets, scholarships, or other means to pay the expenses necessary for day life while in Japan; provided, however, that this does not apply to cases in which a person other than the applicant pays the applicant's living expenses;


(iii) if the applicant is to exclusively attend courses as a research student or an audit student to receive education, the applicant falls under item (i), sub-item (a) or (b), admitted to the school based on an entrant selection by the educational institution, and audits at least 10 hours of classes a week at the educational institution;


(iv) if the applicant seeks to study at a senior high school, the applicant is 20 years of age or younger, and has received Japanese language education or education in the Japanese language for one year or more at the educational institution; provided, however, that this does not apply if the applicant seeks to study through being accepted as a student based on a student exchange plan or based on other equivalent international exchange plan formulated by an organization of the Japanese national or local government, an incorporated administrative agency, incorporated national university, educational corporation, public interest incorporated association, or public interest incorporated foundation;


(iv)-2 if the applicant seeks to study at a junior high school, junior high school course or an elementary school course of a special-needs school, the applicant falls under all of the following requirements; provided, however, that if the applicant seeks to study through being accepted as a student or pupil based on a student exchange plan or other equivalent international exchange plan formulated by an organization of the Japanese national or local government, incorporated administrative agency, incorporated national university, educational corporation, public interest incorporated association, or public interest incorporated foundation, the applicant is not required to fall under the requirements of (a) and (b):
(a) if the applicant seeks to study at a junior high school, the applicant is 17 years of age or younger;

(b) if the applicant seeks to study at an elementary school, the applicant is 14 years of age or younger;

(c) there is a person in Japan who is a guardian for the applicant;

(d) the educational institution in which the applicant seeks to study has a full-time employee who is in charge of assisting the daily life of foreign students or pupils;

(e) a dormitory where there is a full-time employee assigned or other accommodation facilities where the applicant is able to engage in daily living without any hindrance are secured;


(v) if the applicant seeks to study at an advanced vocational school or miscellaneous school (excluding those who seeks to exclusively study the Japanese language), the applicant falls under both of the following requirements; provided, however, that if the applicant is to engage in activities of receiving education in an educational institution which has been established for the purpose of providing primary or secondary education in a foreign language by having a considerable number of foreign nationals from abroad enter the institution, the applicant is not required to fulfill the requirement in (a):
(a) the applicant has studied the Japanese language for at least 6 months at a education institution that conducts Japanese language education (hereinafter referred to as "Japanese language education institution") specified by the Minister of Justice in public notice, by hearing the opinion of the Minister of Education, Culture, Science and Technology, has proven through an examination that they have the ability to understand the Japanese language well enough to pursue a course of study at an advanced vocational school or miscellaneous school , or has studied for at least 1 year at any of the schools (excluding kindergartens) provided for in Article 1 of the School Education Act;

(b) the educational institution where the applicant seeks to study has a full-time employee who assists the daily life of foreign students.


(vi) if the applicant is to exclusively study the Japanese language at an advanced vocational school, miscellaneous school or an equivalent educational institution in terms of facilities and organization, the school is a Japanese language institution specified by the Minister of Justice in public notice, by hearing the opinion of the Minister of Education, Culture, Science and Technology.


(vii) if the applicant is to study at an educational institution that specializes in preparing persons who have completed 12 years of education at a school in a foreign country to enter a Japanese university, the educational institution is an institution specified by the Minister of Justice in public notice by hearing the opinion of the Minister of Education, Culture, Science and Technology;


(viii) if the applicant seeks to study at an educational institution equivalent to a miscellaneous school in terms of facilities and organization (excluding cases of seeking to exclusively study the Japanese language), the educational institution is an institution specified by the Minister of Justice in public notice.
